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Introduction 

Funny flash. Below are some example stories that make use of humour. Many of these pieces have been included in 

best-of lists (Best Microfiction, Best Small Fictions, Wigleaf Top 50 etc.). Others are ones I’ve come across in the 

course of my reading. 

 

 

Abstract Exploration of Fragmented Relationships in a Work that Embodies Themes such as Obsession, 

Loss, Alienation, the Breakdown of Formal ideas and the Manipulation of Control through Sexuality (Alan 

Miller | The Welkin Writing Prize) 

Another Problem Eels Don’t Need (Elissa Field | SmokeLong Quarterly) 

Asshole Dolphin (Jeremy Glazer | Oxford Flash Fiction) 

Centaurs in the Laundromat (Lynn Mundell | The Disappointed Housewife) 

Crash Landing at Elizabeth Quay (Gillian O’Shaughnessy | Short Edition) 

Detached (Anika Carpenter | Flash Flood) 

Earthbound (Sarah Wallis | The Welkin Writing Prize) 

The Girl in Jake’s Red Hoodie (Maura Yzmore | Ghost Parachute) 

Grand Canyon Official Form 477D (Debra A Daniel | Bath Flash Fiction) 

Harald Hardrada Intensifies (Lindz McLeod | FlashBack Fiction) 

How to Take a Vacation: A Guide for Medieval Women (Maria Poulatha | Okay Donkey) 

I will check the cleanliness of restaurant kitchens (Ruth Brandt | Flash Flood) 

If Everyone Was a Superhero (Chloe Banks | Bath Flash Fiction) 

My X (Molly Giles | SmokeLong Quarterly) 

"Nng" Is the Universal Sound for Lifting Something Heavy (Sumitra Shankar | Flash Flood) 

The Not So Divine and Barely Hilarious Comedy That’s My Social Life (Nina Miller | The Hooghly Review) 

https://www.mattkendrick.co.uk/
https://www.mattkendrick.co.uk/welkin-stories/abstract-exploration
https://www.mattkendrick.co.uk/welkin-stories/abstract-exploration
https://www.smokelong.com/stories/another-problem-eels-dont-need/
https://oxfordflashfictionprize.com/2022/03/09/third-place-asshole-dolphin-by-jeremy-glazer/
https://thedisappointedhousewife.com/2022/09/14/centaurs-in-the-laundromat-fiction-by-lynn-mundell/
https://short-edition.com/en/story/short-fiction/crash-landing-at-elizabeth-quay
https://flashfloodjournal.blogspot.com/2022/06/detached-by-anika-carpenter.html
https://www.mattkendrick.co.uk/welkin-earthbound
http://ghostparachute.com/issue/september-2018-issue/the-girl-in-jakes-red-hoodie/
https://www.bathflashfictionaward.com/2022/02/debra-a-daniel-february-2022-third-prize/
https://flashbackfiction.com/index.php/2022/03/21/harald-hardrada-intensifies/
https://okaydonkeymag.com/2022/03/11/how-to-take-a-vacation-a-guide-for-medieval-women-by-maria-poulatha/
http://flashfloodjournal.blogspot.com/2022/06/i-will-check-cleanliness-of-restaurant.html
https://www.bathflashfictionaward.com/2021/10/chloe-banks-october-2021-commended/
https://www.smokelong.com/stories/my-x/
https://flashfloodjournal.blogspot.com/2022/06/nng-is-universal-sound-for-lifting.html
https://sites.google.com/view/thehooghlyreview/weekly-features/the-not-so-divine-and-barely-hilarious-comedy-thats-by-nina-miller?authuser=0
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Pancakes (Maura Yzmore | Trampset) 

The Pelt Collector (Gaynor Jones | Moon Park Review) 

The Pole Dancer Does Her Research (Tavia Allan| Funny Pearls) 

Send Us Your Stories (Paul Riker | SmokeLong Quarterly) 

Taylor Swift (Hugh Behm-Steinberg | Gulf Coast Magazine) 

The Virtual Writer (Dan Brotzel | Lucent Dreaming) 

We Could Also Dig a Hole (Michael Czyzniejewski | Flash Frog) 

  

https://www.mattkendrick.co.uk/
https://trampset.org/pancakes-ef5da1239cb5
https://moonparkreview.com/issue-four-summer-2018/the-pelt-collector/
https://funnypearls.com/2021/03/tavia/
https://www.smokelong.com/stories/send-us-your-stories/
https://gulfcoastmag.org/journal/28.2/2015-barthelme-prize-winner-taylor-swift/
https://lucentdreaming.com/the-virtual-writer-by-dan-brotzel-lucent-dreaming-issue-5/
https://flash-frog.com/2023/07/10/we-could-also-dig-a-hole-by-michael-czyzniejewski/
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Bio: 

This resource has been created by Matt Kendrick. Matt is a writer, editor and teacher based in the East 

Midlands, UK. His short fiction has been widely published both online and in print. He has been placed or 

listed in various writing competitions including Bath, Flash 500, the Oxford Flash Fiction Prize, Reflex and 

Leicester Writes. His work has been included on the Biffy 50 list for 2019-20, in Best Microfiction 2021, Best 

Small Fictions 2022 and the Wigleaf Top 50 list for 2022. He has also been nominated for Best of the Net 

and the Pushcart Prize. 

 

Other Resources:  

For links to other free resources, please visit my website: https://www.mattkendrick.co.uk/resources 

 

Services and Courses: 

Information about my courses and editorial services can also be found on my website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a workshop facilitator, I am committed to opening up writing opportunities to people from all 

backgrounds based on ability to write rather than ability to pay. However, it is becoming increasingly 

difficult to finance pay-what-you-can and free spots exclusively from my own pocket. So, if you've 

downloaded this resource and are in a position to support narrowing the access gap to creative writing 

opportunities, I would be very grateful if you would consider buying me a virtual coffee*. 

 

*Any money donated to my Ko-fi page will be used to fund free and reduced-price places for my Write 

Beyond The Lightbulb courses, as well as to provide free editing and mentoring opportunities for low-income 

writers, and to support other opportunities that seek to level the playing field. 

https://www.mattkendrick.co.uk/
https://www.mattkendrick.co.uk/resources
https://www.mattkendrick.co.uk/courses-workshops
https://www.mattkendrick.co.uk/editing-feedback
https://ko-fi.com/mkenwrites
https://ko-fi.com/mkenwrites

