Onomatopoeia
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Introduction

This resource is intended as a reference for onomatopoeia. It’s by no means exhaustive but hopefully gives a
reasonably comprehensive overview of sounds in different categories. Hopefully, the lists help bring the sense of
sound to life, and perhaps might inspire some new onomatopoeia, specific to a particular writer or story.

Animal sounds

Baa (sheep) Cuckoo (cuckoo) Pewee (pewee)

Bark (dog) Gibber (apes) Purr (cat)

Bleat (sheep) Gobble (turkey) Quack (duck)
Bow-wow (dog) Growl Ribbit (frog)

Buzz (bee) Heehaw (donkey) Roar (lion)

Cheep (bird) Hinny Screech (bird)
Chickadee (chickadee) Hiss (snake) Slither (snake)
Chiffchaff (bird) Hoopoe (hoopoe) Snarl (dog)

Chirp (bird) Hoot (owl) Squawk (bird)

Chough (chough) Howl (wolf) Squeak (mouse)
Cicada (cicada) Kookaburra (kookaburra) Swoosh (bird in flight)
Clip clop (horse) Kvit-kvit (bird) Tweet (bird)

Cluck (bird) Mew (cat) Twit-twoo (owl)

Cock a doodle doo (cockerel) Miaou (cat) Warble (bird)

Coo coo (woodpigeon) Moo (cow) Whip-poor-will (whip-poor-
Cree cree (bird) Neigh (horse) will

Cricket (cricket) Oink (pig) Witchity witchity (bird)
Croak (frog) Peabody (sparrow) Woof (dog)
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General sounds
Bam
Bang
Bash
Beep
Bing
Bish
Bloop
Boing
Boink
Boom
Burble
Cha-ching
Chak-chak
Chuffle
Chugga
Chup
Clang
Clash
Clip
Clink
Clobber
Clonk
Cloop
Clop
Clunk
Crack
Crackle
Creak
Cump
Doing
Doink
Doof

Dun dun dun!

Fizz

Flip flop
Fumf
Fwoosh
Fwop
Gloop
Glug
Grumble
Grutch
Gurgle
Hockle
Hoosh
Hubble-bubble
Huzz
Jabber
Jangle
litter
Kabam
Kablam
Ker-ching
Kerplunk
Kerpow
Meep
Piff
Pitter patter (rain)
Plap

Plip
Plop
Ploop
Plunk
Poof
Pop
Popple
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Pow
Pruck
Putsch
Rumble
Rustle
Schlup
Shink
Skrrt
Snap
Splat
Splatch
Splatter
Splish
Splosh
Sploosh
Squelch
Squish
Swish
Swoosh
Thud
Thump
Thwack
Tinkle
Tweedle
Tweep
Twonk
Whallop
Wham
Whiffle
Whist
Whizz
Whoosh

Womp womp
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Yawp
Yeek
Yoink

Human sounds
Achoo (sneeze)

Ahem (cough / throat
clearing)

Aiyee!

Alley oop

Argh

Atishoo (sneeze)
Ay!

Bawl (crying)
Belch

Blab

Blah

Bleh

Blubber

Boo

Boo-hoo
Bwahaha (laughing)
Cackle

Chatter

Chomp (chewing)
Clap

Eek!

Ek ek ek!

Erm

Eugh!

Mechanical sounds
Beep (horn)

Brring (telephone)

Zap
Zing
Zip

Ew!

Ga ga (baby)

Giggle

Goo goo (baby)
Grrrr! (frustration)
Guffaw

Gurgle

Ha ha (laughing)
Hack

Halloo

Harumph!

He he he (laughing)
Hee hee (laughing)
Hiccup

Ho ho ho (laughing)
Huh? (confusion)
Hum

Lub dub (heart beat)
Munch (eating)
Murmur

Ouch (interjection of pain)
Ow (interjection of pain)
Pfft!

Phew (relief)

Phwoar!

Buzz

Ching (metal on metal)
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Zoom

Zong

Prattle

Psst (getting attention)
Rabbit

Schlurp

Shush (silencing)
Slurp

Sniff

Snore

Snort

Sob

Splutter

Tsk

Waa waa (baby)
Waffle
Whimper
Whisper

Yada yada

Yak

Yelp

Yippee

Yikes

Yodel

Yuck

Yum yum

Z72

Choo choo (train)

Clack
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Clank

Click

Clink (metal or glass on glass)
Ding (bell)

Ding dong (bell)

Fizz (effervescence)

Musical sounds

Ba dum tish (drums)
Bang

Bebop

Boom bap
Boomshakalaka

Bow-chicka-wow-wow
(electric guitar)

Cha cha cha
Clash

Da da doo
Deedle-ee dee
Doof doof

Doo wop

Flutter (rapid movement)
Nee-naw (ambulance)
Pew-pew (laser gun)
Slosh (liquid)

Splash

Thwump

Fiddle dee dee
Jangle

Jingle

Lalala

Lullay
Oompah

Pa rum pum pum (drums)
Pata pata
Plink

Plonk

Pluck

Plunk

Ratatat
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Tick tick

Tick tock

Tuk tuk (puttering engine)
Twang (plucked string)
Vroom (engine revving)

Zap (electric discharge)

Shooka shooka shook
Skirl (bagpipes)
Strum

Thumm (bass guitar)
Tootle

Twang

Twingle twangle
Oom-pah

Ratatat

Wah-wah

Zing

Zoomba zoom (bass)
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Bio:

This resource has been created by Matt Kendrick. Matt is a writer, editor and teacher based in the East
Midlands, UK. His short fiction has been widely published both online and in print. He has been placed or
listed in various writing competitions including Bath, Flash 500, the Oxford Flash Fiction Prize, Reflex and
Leicester Writes. His work has been included on the Biffy 50 list for 2019-20, in Best Microfiction 2021, Best
Small Fictions 2022 and the Wigleaf Top 50 list for 2022. He has also been nominated for Best of the Net
and the Pushcart Prize.

Other Resources:

For links to other free resources, please visit my website: https://www.mattkendrick.co.uk/resources

Services and Courses:

Information about my courses and editorial services can also be found on my website.

EP Support me on Ko-fi

As a workshop facilitator, | am committed to opening up writing opportunities to people from all
backgrounds based on ability to write rather than ability to pay. However, it is becoming increasingly
difficult to finance pay-what-you-can and free spots exclusively from my own pocket. So, if you've
downloaded this resource and are in a position to support narrowing the access gap to creative writing
opportunities, | would be very grateful if you would consider buying me a virtual coffee*.

*Any money donated to my Ko-fi page will be used to fund free and reduced-price places for my Write
Beyond The Lightbulb courses, as well as to provide free editing and mentoring opportunities for low-income
writers, and to support other opportunities that seek to level the playing field.
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